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Principal’s Message 
Victorian Fire Victims Appeal 
I want to congratulate our students and families who 
participated in our Free Dress Day last week to help 
raise funds for the Victorian Fire Victims Appeal. Our 
school of just 300 students raised over $960.00 for 
this worthwhile cause.  
 
The progress total that Toowoomba District schools 
have raised is $31,512.00.  
 
This is a fantastic effort and one that we can all be 
proud of. With the rest of Australia, we have all done 
something to try and help those who have been 
touched by this tragedy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Captains Tyanna and Irene counting donations 
for Victorian Fire Victims Appeal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monique, Brock, Samuel and Lily are amazed at the 
generosity of Crows Nest SS students 

School House Captains 
Our House Captains for 2009 received their badges on 
Assembly yesterday morning. 
Congratulations to: 
French House Captains 
Nicole Atkinson 
Ben Littleton 
Verity Campbell   
Luke Christensen 
 
Tulloch House Captains 
Sarah Wiemers   
Camille Kohler 
Toni Pallister   
Jody Cullen 
 
2009 is the Year of Creativity 
Following on from the success of last year’s Year of 
Physical Activity, the Department of Education, 
Training and the Arts has declared 2009 the Year of 
Creativity (YOC).  
 
Creativity isn’t just about the arts – it’s an important 
skill we need across all subjects at school and of 
course, at home. 
 
So, in every Queensland school, it’s time for parents, 
carers, staff and students to get creative in everything 
we do: writing, teaching, thinking, problem-solving, 
experimenting, drawing, acting, dancing, performing 
and learning. 
 
This year’s YOC events and projects include the Ideas 
Festival, Creative Generation, the Queensland 
Academies’ Creative Challenges and many exciting 
music, writing and photography competitions with 
fantastic prizes. 
YOC has also secured special Creative Ambassadors 
including neuroscientist Dr William Tan, chef Alastair 



 
McLeod, actor Paul Bishop, writer Sam Wagan 
Watson, reporter Melissa Downes, ‘The Shak’ 
presenters, actress Leah Purcell and author Rebecca 
Sparrow. 
 
To keep track of the YOC events and competitions 
throughout 2009, bookmark the Year of Creativity 
website www.yearofcreativity.deta.qld.gov.au/  
 
Numeracy – how families and schools can work 
together 
 
To support your child’s efforts at school you can 
continue the lessons they learn in the classroom by 
helping them to develop their numeracy skills at 
home.  
 
You may feel that the maths your children do at 
school is different to what you were taught, but you 
can help in many ways: 

·  help your child to enjoy the maths they do at 
school by offering encouragement  and asking 
about the work they bring home from school 

·  when travelling, play games such as counting 
the cars by colour or if you are travelling by 
bus or train ask your child to read the 
timetable to decide what time you’ll get home 

·  talk to you child about how numeracy is 
related to sports – to keep score, measure 
distance and indicate time 

·  involve your child when preparing a meal and 
help them decide how  much food to prepare 
for the whole family and whether there will be 
enough ingredients 

·  when shopping, use the catalogue specials to 
talk about discounts and whether it is cheaper 
to buy larger-sized products or a few smaller 
products   

·  talk with your child’s teacher about numeracy 
at home and at school and raise any concerns 
with them. 

 
For more ideas on helping your child with their 
numeracy visit 
www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/  
 
Year 7 Camp - Sydney/Canberra 
Letters inviting students to participate in this camp 
were sent home last week. If students wish to go to 
Sydney and Canberra they are to return their letter 
of intent and deposit by Friday 20 February. 
Thought for the Week 
The greatest natural resource any country can have is 
its’ children. 
 
Regards, 

 

Scott Edmunds 
Principal 
 
Student of the Week/Academic Award 
Congratulations to the Week 4 recipients. 
Student of the Week 
1-3  Elvie McKay - great start to the year 
1-3  Amber Dempsey - great start to the 
year 
1-3  Asha Littleton - making a great start to 
the Year 1 
1-3   Lauren Gotz - working well in all 
areas 
4/5C  Taylah Veneris - a big effort to start 
the year 
4/5N  Tarlia Donovan - taking responsibility 
for her learning 
4/5N  Jordan Myles - showing initiative and 
responsibility 
5/6N  Josephine Copley - for wonderful 
work habits and listening skills 
6/7N  Trent McGuire-Spalding - a 
conscientious effort in all areas 
 
Academic Award 
8C  Zac Blanck - an exceptional first result 
in Maths assessment 
8C  Reanna McGreevy - an exceptional 
first result in Maths assessment 
8C  Callen Searle - an exceptional first 
result in Maths assessment 
8C  Karen Berry - an exceptional first 
result in Maths assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Academic Competitions 
Once again this year, students have the opportunity to 
participate in the following Australia-wide and 
international academic competitions. 
 
 
Competition Cost Sitting 

Date 
Years Payment 

Closing 
Date 

Rio Tinto 
Big Science 

$4.50 21st 
May 

8-10 19th 
March 

ICAS 
Computer 
Skills 

$6 27th 
May 

3-10 3rd 
April 

ICAS 
Science 

$6 10th 
June 

3-10 22nd 
April 

ICAS 
Spelling 

$8 23rd 
June 

3-7  5th May 

ICAS 
Writing 

$11 23rd 
June 

3-10 5th May 

ICAS 
English 

$6 4th 
August 

3-10 10th 
June 

Aust. Math 
Competition 

$4.50 6th 
August 

8-10 24th 
April 

ICAS 
Mathematics 

$6 19th 
August 

8-10 29th 
July 

 
Parents and guardians have the opportunity to pay for 
their child’s selected competitions altogether or before 
the payment closing date of each individual 
competition.  No late entries will be accepted and no 
refunds will be given once the competitions are 
ordered.  Competition closing date reminders will be 
included in the newsletter as required. 
 
Please indicate below the competitions that you wish 
your child to enter and return the form and the money 
to the school.  Please put money in an envelope and 
clearly state your child’s age, year level and 
competition name on the front of the envelope.  
Additional slips will be available from office if 
required. 
 
We encourage all students to participate in these 
competitions. 
 
Inner Downs Teams 
Congratulations to Todd White and Tasman Myles. 
Todd will be competing at the Inner Downs 
Swimming trials on Friday 30 to gain selection to 
compete at DD trials. Todd also won Northern Downs 
Age Champion. 
Tasman will be trying to gain selection in the DD 
team for cricket. 
 
Swimming Carnival Theme 
This years swimming carnival theme will be related to 
the Victorian Bushfires. We will have French 
representing the roaring flames and Tulloch as the 

blazing sun. We choose this theme to spread 
awareness of the dangerous “Fire Season”. We 
encourage everyone to participate in this and avoid 
getting sun burnt by Slip Slop Slapping. 
Secondary House Captains 
 
Tuckshop News 
The tuckshop AGM  will be held on Wednesday 18th 
February at 11:30 am at the tuckshop.  All are 
welcome to attend. 
The current president and secretary will not be 
available for re-election.   
Workers are needed for the swimming carnival please 
contact Karren  
P & C News 
The first meeting for 2009 will be held on Tuesday 
17th February at 7:30 pm.  This is not the AGM 
which will be held in March. 
A Membership Application form will be sent home 
today.  Applications will not be accepted unless 
signed.  These applications will be accepted at the 
AGM on Tuesday 17th March without applicants 
attending the meeting.  Those applying for 
membership after the AGM must attend a P&C 
meeting for their application to be accepted. 
A new membership form needs to be completed each 
calendar year.  Please return forms to the school. 
Sharyn Macdonald 
Secretary 
46 979 575 
 
Bookclub 
Issue 1 has now gone home and is due back on 
Wednesday 18 February. Please make cheques 
payable to CROWS NEST STATE SCHOOL P&C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuckshop  
Group 2 

18 February 
Workers 
Sharyn Macdonald 
Maree Copley 
Annette Baxter 
Melissa Eldridge 
Jenny Finch 
Suppliers 
Patty Cakes- Dale Kerans 
Slice- Sue Sullivan 


